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For Immediate Release     September 14, 2012 
 
Governor Sean Parnell Signs Fire Prevention Month Proclamation 
 

 
Governor Sean Parnell signed a proclamation announcing October 2012 as “Fire 
Prevention Month” in Alaska.  Governor Parnell urges Alaskans to protect their loved 
ones and possessions by focusing on fire safety.  The Fire Prevention Month theme for 
2012 is “Fire Prevention is Everyone’s Responsibility”.  
 
To emphasize our commitment to public safety and recognize and support the efforts of 
fire prevention professionals throughout Alaska, the month of October is set aside to 
build a distinct awareness of fire safety. The Alaska Division of Fire and Life Safety and 
fire and emergency services throughout Alaska will be educating Alaskans about fire 
safe behaviors and fire prevention techniques. Nevertheless, they cannot do the job 
alone. Every citizen of the state must get involved in practicing fire safety every day. 
 
Alaskans must be reminded how important it is to prevent dangerous fires in their home. 
In Alaska, seventy-six percent of all structure fires were in residential structures.  Eleven 
Alaskans lost their lives in fires in 2011.  All but one of these fatal fires was in a 
residential structure.  
 
The two major causes for home fires in Alaska are unsafe heating practices and 
unattended cooking.  These fires can be prevented by following simple fire safety tips in 
and around your home.  It is important for all Alaskans to take responsibility for fire 
safety. 
 
To increase the chance of escaping if a fire does occur, it is important to have residential 
fire sprinklers, working smoke alarms and an escape plan that is practiced regularly.  Go 
to www.akburny.com for other fire safety tips to keep your family fire safe. 
 
By following these safety tips, Alaskans can reduce fire injuries and death due to fires in 
the home. 
 
For more information contact Mahlon Greene (907) 746-5062  
mahlon.greene@alaska.gov  
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